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Scenarios about the outcomes and implications of political events —from elections and
referenda to crises and wars — play a pivotal role in public discourse and in people’s
political engagement and decision-making. Drawing upon rich data from the Israeli
2019-2020 elections within the ERC-funded project “Mediating the Future: The Social
Dynamics of Public Projections” (PROFECI), this talk will discuss the complex process of
projecting collective futures within and through the media. Focusing in particular on
the emotional dimensions of this process, | will introduce the concept of affective
forecasting, demonstrate its application to political communication, and discuss its
implications for communication studies more broadly.
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