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Gossip constitutes a large proportion of human communication. There are several potential
explanations why people gossip so much and what it brings for them. As the different accounts on the
functions of gossip have mostly been addressed in qualitative, experimental, and survey methods, we
lack solid evidence about the nature of gossip in spontaneous human communication. In this
presentation, we describe a quantitative approach to identify gossip and describe the topics of informal
communication in a large corpus containing unfiltered spontaneous discussions among eight
participants
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