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Baby boomers in the United States—76 million strong—are now approaching
retirement, and around the world, populations are aging. How are the media,
notorious for their obsession with youth markets, confronting and representing this
major demographic shift? This talk will explore the contradictory terrain of aging in
American media, where negative stereotypes of older people are colliding with
Aspirational Aging, a media-crafted zeitgeist whose central tenet is that aging is
something we can and should “defy.” The defiance discourse is especially advanced
by what | have labeled the Anti-Aging Industrial Complex. The talk will note the
intersections between ageism and sexism, and emphasize how neoliberal discourses
about personal responsibility frame and mark off good, successful aging from bad,
failed aging.
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1899-1922 (Johns Hopkins, 1987). She is the 2009 recipient of the Leonardo Da Vinci Prize,
the highest honor given by the Society for the History of Technology to an individual who
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