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In a 2001 essay in Journalism Studies, “Understanding the global journalist: A hierarchy of
influences approach,” | considered a framework for investigating professional media issues in an
international context—at the same time suggesting a layer of professional identity and practice
that transcended clear country-by-country classification. Since then global and digital dynamics
surrounding what Chadwick calls the "hybrid media system" have further complicated attempts at
systematic empirical comparison. In this discussion, some 16 years later, | revisit these earlier
issues as an international comparative approach has taken greater hold in the field of journalism
studies, considering the challenges of reconciling the need for systematic analysis with the greater
complexity, interdependence, and contingency of the global news ecosystem.
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